
 

Celebration 

Wed., Feb. 26, 2020 

9:00 a.m. 

Racette Gym 

2020 

 

SPAA CURLING 

Friday, Feb. 28‐

Saturday, Feb. 29 

In Two Hills 

$999.35 

BASKETBALL UPDATES 

Games: 

Tues., Feb. 4‐Senior Boys’@Kehewin  

Mon., Feb. 10 Seniors @ GA 

Tues., Feb. 11– Senior Boys’ @ Myrnam 

Thurs., Feb. 20– Seniors vs. Frog Lake @ Race e 

Thurs., Feb. 27– Seniors vs. F.G. Miller @ Race e 

Tournaments: 

Juniors: GA Basketball Tournament‐ Saturday, Feb. 8 

Seniors: Mallaig/Ashmont Tourn.– Friday and Saturday, Feb. 21 and 22 

FREE pancake 
breakfast for all 

staff and students 
on Feb. 25. 

Please note that our news-

letters are published to our 

school website.  Please 

check our website often 

for updated information 

on schedules and other 

events. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Amazing Accelerated Readers 

 

Books read:  2089 

Words read: 61,257,176 

Term 2 ends on Feb. 28. 

Congratulations to Racette School for being the recip-
ient of the Doug Yeo Youth in Action Award for 2019-
20. The funds will be used to develop a student lead-
ership group that will plan, organize and conduct 
events to raise funds for a charitable organization of 
their choice.  

Doug Yeo Youth in Ac on Award for 2019‐20 

Susan Downey  

  for your donation of books          

to the  

Librar  Lear ing Commons 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 



 

 

 

 

 

Are your kids are texting, talking 
on the phone, or surfing the net 
late into the night when they 
should be getting their much-
needed rest? 

 Please check in on your child’s 
technology use! 

“Gotcha” Cards are given to students who have 

been “caught” doing good deeds around the 

school.  They are nominated by staff and a draw is 

held.  

Students who win the draw are given $5 coupons 

for the cafeteria. 

 

Anya Martin 

Peyton Bamson 

Jackson Fontaine 

Hayden Kulczycki 

St. Paul Bengals Football Team is 

hosting: 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, Mar. 1, 2020 

5-7 p.m. 

St. Paul Regional High School Gym 

This is open to anyone currently in Grades 6-8 who 

might be interested in trying football this season. 



All you need to know about inclement weath‐All you need to know about inclement weath‐All you need to know about inclement weath‐

er policies in the er policies in the er policies in the    

NEW 



Alertus Busing No fica on System 

This system has been implemented this year for those  par‐

ents who wish to receive no fica ons on their phone of 

changes to the busing schedule. 

It requires the download of the app.  



          

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

I am writing to introduce a program being offered at Racette Junior High School this year.  Hope After Loss: Audra’s 
Legacy is a program for grieving children and teens.  It was developed four years ago by Walking Through Grief Society, 
and St. Paul Education Regional Division No. 1 is pleased to partner with them to offer this program to Racette students. 

Grief has no timeline, so students who have experienced the death of any loved one at any time in their lives are 
encouraged to participate in this program.  This session will run for one hour during SST and lunch one day per week for 
eight weeks.  Each week students will take part in games, crafts, painting and discussion activities around a different 
theme related to grief.  To encourage bonds within the group, interested students need to register for all eight sessions.  
Dates and themes are below.  

To register your child for this program, you can request a registration package from the school office.  Please fill it out 
and return it by Feb 12, 2020.  Space is limited so only the first 12 students registered will be accepted into this session 
of the program.  For more information, please feel free to contact me at BellLily@sperd.ca or 780-645-3571. 

Wed, Feb 19: Introduction to death and loss 
Thur, Feb 27: Feelings 
Thur, Mar 5: Fears, Guilt & Regrets 
Thur, Mar 12: Memories 
Wed, Mar 18: Healing 
Wed, Apr 1: Self Care & Support 
Wed Apr 8: Rituals & Special Days 
Wed Apr 15: Saying Goodbye 
 

With Love and Laughter, 
Lily Belland 
Together We're Better Program Manager 
St. Paul Education Regional Division No. 1 
4638-50th Ave, St. Paul, AB, T0A 3A1 
Ph: 780-645-3571  Fax: 780-645-2496 
Email: BellLily@sperd.ca 
 “Courage doesn't always roar. Sometimes courage is the  
little voice at the end of the day that says I'll try again tomorrow.”  
-Mary Anne Radmacher 
 
                                                        



Welcome to our Catholic Corner!  
Each month we will share something relevant to 
the month, season, or time of year.  
This month, our focus is on St. Valentine.  Read 
on to learn more about this popular saint.

Prayer to St. Valentine

O’ St. Valentine, 

lover of Christ and of the Church, 

we ask for your intercession

that we may learn how to

love God

above all things,

and to selflessly love

one another.

Amen.

Racette 
Catholic 
Corner

-

’



As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar 
provides an opportunity for Alberta Education and school authorities to 
ensure that we are equipping students for success. 

 

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting of: surveys 
of students, parents and teachers on various aspects of quality; student 
outcomes such as dropout and high school completion rates; and provin-
cial assessments of student learning. 

 

From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be con-
ducting the annual Accountability Pillar Survey.  In February, parents of 
students in grades 4, 7 and 10 will receive a survey from Alberta Educa-
tion.  Also, in February, students in grades 4, 7 and 10 and all teachers 
will be completing their surveys online at school.   

 

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with the 
school.  In addition to English and French, the parent survey is available 
in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish, Tagalog and 
Urdu. 

 

Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on 
the quality of education your child is receiving, so we encourage you to 
return your survey promptly.  

 

Survey results will be available to school authorities in May , and will be 
reported publicly as part of their 3-Year Education Plans and Annual Edu-
cation Results Reports. 

 

Alberta Education Accountability Pillar Survey 



2020-21 Draft Calendar - The draft calendar is being circulated, awaiting feedback from administrators and school councils. The calendar 

will be reviewed at the February 12, 2020 board meeting. 
 
Alberta Rural Ed Symposium - The early bird registration deadline is January 24th.  Trustees will email the Chair with their intentions to 

attend. 
 

2020-21 Budget Development:  New funding framework is expected in March or April but preparatory steps are being taken to plan a range 

of scenarios.  Restraint shall be shown with regards to expenses, such as filling vacancies, large capital expenditures (ie: buses), division PD 
and meeting costs at all levels.  Consideration shall be given to school and transportation fees for the next school year.   Time will be set 
aside at the January and February information meetings for further budget planning. Superintendent Brodziak has begun a review of all 
levels of SPERD.  
 

Policy Committee Update- The committee has been updating policies to align with the new Education Act.  Policies 3, 4, 6 and 22 were 

reviewed and approved.  Changes to policies 10 and 11 were tabled to allow the Policy Committee time to review.  
 

                              INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 

 School Council and Committee meetings 

 ASBA Zone 2/3 Meeting Dec 6 - topics included funding model, transportation (MELT, speed 
restriction and cameras on buses). 

AP Amendments (AP 521): Trustees reviewed the recent changes to AP 521- Advertising, Canvassing and 

Commercial Solicitation.  It is now at the school council level to inform further and will be back on the agenda 
for the February Board Meeting.  
CDA Shade Structure Grant: Trustees reviewed a grant opportunity from the Canadian Dermatology 

Association for up to $18 000 to build a shade structure. Information will be shared with schools. 
Occupational Health & Safety Committees - The Province removed the requirement for OH&S committees at 

individual school sites, allowing for one central committee with representation from all sites.    
Protection of Students with Life-Threatening Allergies Act - This Act came into effect in Alberta on Jan 1, 

2020.  AP 321 has been updated to include the requirement for all school sites to have a minimum of 1 EpiPen 
in in stock for emergency situations.  All schools have purchased the EpiPens locally for their site. 
ASBA Advocacy Initiatives:  Executive Director Vivian Abboud has invited Boards to share 1-3 initiatives to 

highlight across the province. There will be a meeting for Board Chairs on January 24, 2020.    

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 In December the province requested enrolment projections for the 2020/21 school year.  Our early projected enrolment numbers 
indicate status quo at this point, but it is difficult to make budget projections without a funding model from the Province.  

 Alberta School Board Insurance Exchange (ASBIE) is hosting a subscriber meeting on February 3, 2020.   A major topic of 
discussion will be about the future of the reciprocal and sourcing adequate insurance for less cost. 

 

          SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 An update on the Alertus app was provided. As of this week, approximately 80% of our 925 bussed families (includes Town of St. 
Paul and buses operated by or contracted by St. Paul Education) have signed up. 

 Class V Driver Training is being offered at 5 schools. The cost is reduced from $850 to $350/family and a student can earn 3 credits. 
There are currently 60 students registered across the Division.    

 The Communications Committee is celebrating staff on social media.  Schools are encouraged to pass on pictures of student 
learning, staff success stories, events, etc...  

 Inclement weather:  Even if buses are cancelled, schools remain open and meaningful learning will occur.  Parents make the final 
decision about sending their children to school.  Buses do not run if the temperature and/or wind chill is -40 or colder. The 
infographic “Is my child’s bus running?” was shared on social media.  

 Trustees requested Administration to review the feasibility of running buses in the afternoon on days that buses are not running in 
the morning. In consultation with bus drivers and administrators, the decision to run afternoon buses will be communicated at the 
time of the morning busing decision. Information will be sent to families once a final draft is completed. 

 Diploma exams: Superintendent Brodziak reviewed highlights from the Alberta Education Diploma Examination General Information 
Bulletin with Trustees. As per the Bulletin, diploma exams go on as scheduled regardless of weather conditions unless a  decision to 
cancel diploma exams is made at the Provincial Government level.  Local school authorities are not permitted to cancel these 
exams independently. Parents are asked to make every reasonable effort to get their child to school while balancing safety 
concerns.  Exemptions may be applied for by the Principal and are only granted by Alberta Education in extenuating circumstances 
such as inclement weather, acute illness, court subpoena, surgery, etc... Deferment is another option that allows students to write 
the exam at a later scheduled date.  

 Together We’re Better is organizing the “Your Choices Matter” event which is a program for Grade 9 students in St. Paul. Students 
will be taught about the dangers of drinking and driving, alcohol and drug abuse and distracted driving. In Two Hills, Myrnam and 
Elk Point local agencies host similar events. 

 A Coding Club was hosted at Glen Avon School in partnership with MCSnet.  Fourteen students participated. There is division-
owned equipment that can be used at other schools. 

 

CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 

*CTEC repairs are almost 
complete. Prior to using the 
facility, final inspections will 
be completed.  
*At Ashmont, discussions 
are underway to undertake 
some of the parking lot 
construction under the 
direction of the Division. 
*Letters have been drafted 
to AB Infrastructure to 
address concerns regarding 
work yet to be completed at 
the Ashmont and THMS. 

January 15, 2020 

Board Meeting Highlights 

4313-48 Avenue, St. Paul, Alberta    T0A 3A3     Tel: (780)645-3323     Fax: (780)645-5789     www.stpauleducation.ca 



AP 521 Advertising, Canvassing and Commercial - All requests for advertising will go through the Superintendent's office for greater 
consistency and fewer disruptions to student learning. 
 
Trustee Conference Schedule:  Trustees discussed the feasibility of attending various PD events or conferences in this time of fiscal 
restraint.  The number of events or requests to attend is increasing.  More discussion was tabled to the January 2020 meeting. 
 
2020-21 School Calendar: The Board of Trustees reviewed draft calendars. They will be forwarded to schools and School Councils to be 
reviewed and to solicit feedback. The final calendar is expected to be approved at the February Board meeting. 
 
AERR Report & Plan: The Three Year Plan and AERR were approved.    
 
Fall Budget Update: Secretary-Treasurer Champagne reviewed an update to the 2019-2020 budget.  St. Paul Education is looking at a 1.8 
million dollar deficit. As was the case for most districts SPERD was also impacted by a significant increase of $652 000 in insurance fees.  In 
response to the financial challenges facing boards, the province is permitting all divisions a one time opportunity to re-allocate IMR normally 
reserved for facility updates and upkeep.  The Division has applied to reallocate a total of $825 000 to operating which will mostly be used to 
offset the unexpected insurance increase.  The result is that for this year, some maintenance projects will be deferred in order to protect the 
classroom.  Even with this, St. Paul Education will be in a deficit position of $800 000.  Going forward there remain many unknowns due to 
changes in the funding model expected in the spring.  All signs are pointing to a challenging budget next year and all areas are being reviewed 
including the possibility of additional fees. 
 
ECS Registration: Schools will begin accepting registrations for Fall 2020 Kindergarten on January 6, 2020, for children who will be 5 years 
old by December 31, 2020. 
 
Policy 18, 19, 20: Trustees reviewed Policy 18, 19, 20 as part of their regular review.  Changes are to be referred to the Policy Committee to 
update these documents to reflect the Education Act. 
 
Alberta Rural Education Symposium:  Registration is open for March 1-3, 2020, however, the Board of Trustees is tabling discussion to the 
January 2020 Board Meeting. 
 
French Immersion Philosophy: In light of increasing enrollment in the French Immersion program, two draft documents are being reviewed 
by administration and lead teams about the philosophy behind the program.   
 
Minister’s Visit: Trustee Starosielski, Trustee Anderson and Superintendent Brodziak had a meeting with the Minister of Education.  It was a 
good news sharing session and the Board is looking forward to a visit from her in the new year. 

INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 
• Administrative Council Key Points 
• AP Amendments included updating legal references and current terminology 
• Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) - Provincial results place 15-year-old 

Albertans in the Top 10.   
ASBA/ACSTA General Meetings: Trustees enjoyed great keynote speakers such as Patti Ann Laboucane 
Benson and Bob Murray. Several resolutions were passed to be developed into ASBA policy statements. 
Rural Caucus discussed the increases in insurance and other funding changes.   
Learning Network: Trustee Young reported on the draft Curriculum Implementation Annual report that was 
shared at the last Board meeting. The final version of the report with audited financial statements will be on 
the Learning Networks website soon. The priority areas identified by AB ED for this year are limited to two 
areas: LearnAlberta.ca and French language. 

  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
• Secretary Treasure Champagne shared that the 2018-19 audited statements are up on the website showing a $729 000 deficit.   
• The application for the reallocation of the IMR funds has been submitted. Waiting for approval from the minister’s office.  

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
• Busy schedules in schools with the Christmas activities.  Thanks to all staff and students for their hard work in preparation for Christmas 

celebrations.  Thank you for all the school groups that give back to our communities.  
• Class 5 Driver training will be available for SPERD high school students in this 2019-20 school year.  We are partnering with Saint Paul 

Driving school.  This will include 15 hours of instruction and then requires 10 hours of driving practice on weekends and PD days.  Rather 
than $850, the cost to parents will only be $350. Three high school credits are available for Class V Driver Training 35-3 Locally 
Developed Course and a certificate of completion. 

• February 1 is the deadline for the Honoring Indigenous Spirit student awards.  
• Staff celebration nomination forms have been created by the Communication Committee. The committee is looking to celebrate 3 staff 

members on a monthly basis from across the division for the fantastic things that go on in our schools.   
• Emergency Protocol information was shared on the website and social media. 
• Don’t Let This Be Your Last Choice event has been approved for all grade 9 students in the spring of 2020 
• On December 2, 2019, school administrators presented their successes and challenges and then networked with one another to make an 

action plan for future goals. Trustees were in attendance. 
 

CAPITAL PROJECTS 
 

A letter to request planning 
funds of $35 000 from Alberta 
Infrastructure for our number 
one capital project of the 
Mallaig School. This funding 
request is for a geotechnical 
site assessment. 

December 11, 2019 

Board Meeting Highlights 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 Day 2 
Macaroni and 

Cheese $5.00 

4 Day 3 
Nacho Supreme 

$6.00 

5 Day 4 
8 Perogies $4.50 

6 Day 5 
2 Chicken Strips, 

Fries, Plum Sauce 

$6.00 
Gr. 8 Ski Trip to 
Kinosoo 

7 Day 6 
8” Pizza Sub 

$4.50 

8 
GA Basketball 
Tournament  
Juniors 

 

9 10 Day 1 
French Toast with 

Sausage $4.50 

11 Day 2 
BBQ Rib Patty on 

a Bun $4.50 

12 Day 3 
Loaded Chicken 

Burger $5.00 
Locker Cleanup 
SST 

13 
No School  
Teachers’  
Convention 

14 
No School  
Teachers’  
Convention 

15 

16 17 
No School  
Family Day 

18 Day 4 
Chicken Wrap 

$5.00 

19 Day 5 
Taco Salad $6.00 

20 Day 6 
Lasagna with a 

Breadstick $5.00 
Parent Council 
Meeting 7 p.m. 

 

21 Day 1 
Loaded Beef  

Burger $4.50 
Mallaig/Ashmont 
Basketball  
Tournament  

22 

23 24 Day 2 
Loaded Hot Dog 

$4.00 

25 Day 3 
Chicken on-a-

Cloud $6.00 
Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Break-
fast 

26 Day 4 
Taco in a Bag 

$5.00 
Ash Wednesday 
Celebration  
9 a.m. (gym) 
 
 
 
 
 
Locker Cleanup 

27 Day 5 
Chicken Caesar 

Salad $5.00 
 

28 Day 6 
Garlic Pork, Rice, 

Carrots $6.00 
SPAA Curling 

29 

RACETTE CALENDAR AND 

CAFETERIA SPECIALS 

2020 
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